
HOW TO READ YOUR INDIANA 
AUTO ACCIDENT REPORT
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Basic information on 
the crash, including 
time, date, location 
and number of vehicles 
involved.

Information on contributing circumstances 
for the accident. The officer must pick one 
Primary Cause and assign it to a particular 
vehicle – this is a judgment call and can be 
disputed if necessary.  The officer must also 
identify any other contributing circumstanc-
es. This is critical information to determine 
liability for the crash.

Information on road and 
weather conditions, which 
also informs liability for the 
crash. The officer also indi-
cates here if the crash was 
caused by aggressive driving.

Names and information for witnesses and non-drivers involved in the crash. 

Officer indicates type of 
crash and draws a visual 
diagram of what happened.

This gives the officer’s account of 
what happened. Note that other sec-
tions of the report might be marked 
“explain in narrative” – check this 
section for that information.

Take note of the time notified and time arrived. 
Often, the officer does not arrive on the scene 
until long after the crash itself. If you disagree 
with the narrative, our law firm can work to 
help set the record straight.

A “Unit” is a vehicle that was involved in the accident. 
Multiple Unit Pages will be used for multi-vehicle accidents.

Take note of the time notified and time arrived. 
Often, the officer does not arrive on the scene 
until long after the crash itself. If you disagree 
with the narrative, our law firm can work to 
help set the record straight.

Information on the driver of the 
vehicle described on this page.

Describes safety equip-
ment used – which can 

affect liability – and inju-
ries sustained. *Note that 

only the most severe injury 
is described in the report, 
and some injuries may not 
have been apparent when 

the report was written.

Describes the vehicle itself, 
including the owner’s name 

and address.

Describes what physically 
happened to the vehicle in 
the crash, including vehicle 
damage. If this does not 
match the actual damage 
to your vehicle, we can 

help set the record 
straight.

This page describes injuries to passengers, 
pedestrians and cyclists – anyone who was not 
driving a motor vehicle at the time of the crash.

The report only lists the 
most severe injury to each 

person. Remember that 
not all injuries are immedi-

ately obvious.

“Safety Equipment Used” 
can have significant impli-

cations for liability, de-
pending on the person’s 
status at the time of the 

crash.
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